
1647] RELA TION OF 1647 77

ra,'— ' the acts and deeds of men Illustrious in piety
and of hearts brave in war.' These are the very
words which I heard, which stamped this truth upon
my soul, that we [100] must enter into the Kingdom
of Heaven through many tribulations. Now, as I
was leaving that shop,'I saw it all covered with
Crosses,—insomuch that I told the master of the
house that I would return to buy some, and that I
wished to have some; I saw them of all patterns and
in great number." This good Father lived only by
the Cross, he meditated only on the Cross, he dreamed
of nothing but the Cross, his mind was enlightened
by the Cross; he made loving Litanies upon it, which
were found, after his death, on scraps of paper, where-
on he had also written some words in the Hiroquois
language.

In that same solitude, where those Barbarians were
tormenting him beyond measure, Our Lord, as I have
already remarked, cast him into the utmost desola-
tion, and then consoled him in this way. Let us hear
him speak.

"The snows being already deep, I found myself
half dead in hunger, in cold, and in nakedness; I
was the mud and the mire of those Barbarians, the
shame and the sport of men. I suffered mortal
anguish in my soul at the sight of the omissions and
sins of my past life; the pains of the death which I
was to [101] expect, in a little while, at the hands of
those Barbarians, as they told me; and the perils of
Hell that surrounded me on all sides. I distinctly
heard a voice which condemned the pusillanimity of
my heart, and which gave me warning, sentirem de
Deo in bonitate, that I should fix my thoughts upon
the goodness of my God, and cast myself entirely


